TRANSIT VISIONING SURVEY SUMMARY
Survey Overview
The Transit Visioning Survey was open to the public for 58 days, from April 9th to June 6th, 2021. The
project team, in coordination with the Newton County Public Information Office, solicited survey
participation via social media, a digital flyer, the project website, and an email campaign to project
stakeholders and community members, as part of an opt-in process. Additionally, an outbound text
message campaign was conducted from 5/12/21 - 5/13/21 to 31,860 Newton County residents as
identified by public records. The campaign's call to action encouraged recipients to visit the project
website, which displayed information on how to participate in the public survey. A total of 803 people
completed the survey.
The survey included 21 questions to get to know the respondents and understand their initial thoughts
on potential transit services in Newton County. Question 10 asked, “Do you think Newton County should
provide public transportation? Why or why not?” Individuals who responded “No” to Question 10 were
not asked about how they may use transit in the future; since they indicated they did not support future
transit mobility options in the county. 336 respondents answered “Yes” or “Maybe,” so they were asked
more detailed questions about transit.

What’s Inside?
This document provides a snapshot of responses to each of the 21 questions asked in the survey –
including overall number of responses, as well as the number and percentage of the different answers
to each question. Some questions provided an opportunity for further open-response input to help
capture more detailed responses outside of the multiple-choice options. The Appendix includes all
open-ended responses submitted for these questions.
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Summary Results
Question 1
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Question 4

Open ended responses can be viewed in the Appendix.
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Question 5

No respondents answered this question.

Question 6
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Question 7
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Question 8
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Question 9

No survey respondents listed a Public Transportation service for this question.

Question 10

Question 11

See Appendix for additional comments provided by respondents who selected “Yes” for Question 10.

Question 12

See Appendix for additional comments provided by respondents who selected “No” for Question 10.

Question 13

See Appendix for additional comments provided by respondents who selected “Maybe” for Question 10.
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Question 14
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Question 16

What places within or adjacent to Newton
County do you feel would be most important to
have connections to if local transit is
established for Newton County? (select all that
apply)
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Appendix: Open-Ended Responses
Question 4

What is your usual means of transportation to work (or school), if applicable?
Responses to Question 4
1
Retired
2
I am retired
3
Also telework
4
Ride with husband
5
Drive myself, walk, carpool
6
Do not want a bus service.
7
Will also be driving into work two days/week once we return to the office.
8
Family
9
And ride with family, ride bikes, walk the trails and Skateboard (for exercise)
10
Walk and drive car
11
Combination of telework and driving alone
12
my parents drop me off
13
Golf cart too
14
Retired. So no school or work transportation needed.
15
Retired
16
I have a homebased business

Question 7

What is your usual means of transportation for other trips (such as groceries, access to services, and
non-emergency medical trips)?
Responses to Question 7
1

Drive with my spose

2

Golf cart

3

Carpool, Lyft, drive myself, walk

4

Family

5

Me & hubby drive

6

Have to find a ride

7

Somebody takes me
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Question 8

You indicated your usual means for other trips (such as groceries, access to services, and non-emergency
medical trips) is PRIVATE SHUTTLE service. Please indicate name of service.
Responses to Question 8
1
Logistics Transit/ For Medical
2

Instacart

Question 11

On Question 10, you indicated that Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation. Why?
Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
1
So I can get to work
2
I believe Newton County should provide transportation because more houses are being
built, making the population grow within the county. The results of public
transportation will lessen traffic, bring more jobs, and more into the county.
3
Everyone do not have access to a car or have money for a Uber or taxi
4
I did not always have a car I remember how hard it was to get a job without
transportation and when I got a job it was difficult to get to it taxi service is spotty and
ride share services was not always available the closes grocery store is not always in
walking distance how can you get all you need if you cannot carry all the way back to
your home
5
To provide opportunities for commuters to cut down on traffic and pollution. Our
infrastructure isn’t fairing well w/the exponential growth in Newton
6
Having public transportation will save me and my family lots of money per year.
7
It is better for the environment/reduce climate change. If it was available and
connected to the Atlanta system, I would use public transportation. I wish There was a
train that connected to Marta.

8

9
10
11
12
13

Also, many low income people have limited options and may be able to get better jobs
if they had access to public transportation. Additionally as I age, I will need another way
to get around.
Public transportation will help ensure those that are not drivers will have the same
access to county amenities. This will also reduce air pollution, especially since we don't
have emissions protocol in place. We need to be a more transportation friendly
community. I would love to have MARTA access to reduce the amount of time that I
spend in traffic commuting to work. I think that there is often a misconception that
those that live in Newton work in Newton, which really is not the case.
We need access to jobs.
For those without access to a car or unable to drive.
It is much needed in targeted residential areas.
Every county needs some sort of public transportation. It helps everyone
We serve many Hispanic Families who lives in newton county in need of public
transportation
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
14 There are others that do not have a means of transportation and are unable to get to
work, grocery shopping and Dr. appointments.
15 I am fortunate enough to own a car but some don't. Also, I feel it would help to ease
traffic if Newton County offered public transportation to at least to nearby Marta
connections.
16 With the future expansions of businesses their will be more job opportunities. These
opportunities should be available to those without personal transportation. Having
public transportation would level the playing field for job seekers
17 There are undeserved members of community who need public transportation other
than Ride Share. There are also professionals who came from cities with a robust
transportation network who want to park the car and let someone else do the driving.
Its good for the environment, saves gas, affordability, much needed in a community this
large and need to catch up with the times.
18 Equality for those without their own transportation.
19 There’s a lot of people out there that don’t have cars that should be able to use a public
transportation
20 Because some people are not as lucky as I and my wife are. Some people have no way
to get to work, or to good paying jobs. I have no problem with paying a bit more in taxes
to help the poorer people in this county or country.
21 so many do no have their own .
22 Because the Markets, Banks and Stores are to far apart to walk. Many people don't
have vehicles.
23 Ensure people have access to all parts of the county and access to areas where services
are provided.
24 It would help save on fuel and also allow people without transportation to get out more
25 Help elderly
26 Although, I drive, I employ many people who do not have transportation. Covington is a
great place to live and having access to public transit will help with workforce and
maybe entice other businesses to the area
27 Every person does not have or can afford their own transportation. Also many would
choose not to drive if had am option
28 Gas, air, traffic Why not?
29 To better serve the community with mobile means.
30 The reason why I think we should public transportation is because there are people in
this county that have to walk to and from home. Walking on the road is VERY
DANGEROUS for many people.
31 People need alternate transportation. It would greatly help teenagers get to work as
insurance prices are very expensive for parents to make. It would help in getting
businesses staffed.
32 Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation primarily for Seniors, disabled
and people who do not have regular transportation of their own. The general public
should NOT be able to use it as I believe they would abuse it and therefore disallow the
people who really need it to have to wait and possibly not be able to use it when they

19

Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
need it. Figure out a way to allow only those that truly need the help rather than those
that are fortunate to have regular transportation.
33 t
34 Many in our community are unable to get the resources they need due to lack of
transportation. A robust and well-managed public transportation system could also
lead to those who do have access to personal transportation to use public
transportation instead, resulting in reduced carbon emissions overall.
35 Reduce carbon footprint and less traffic congestion .. I mean, have YOU driven the
Salem Road corridor lately!
36 Accessible and affordable ways to get to work are barriers for those who don’t have
transportation. I think public transit would really ease up some of the poverty if people
have a way to get around.
37 We have many families in the community that are in need of public transportation. We
are growing
38 Many in Newton co. have no means of transportation
39 I see ppl walking to work all the time & I'm sure they could use it
40 Public transportation would better connect the county by providing people with
mobility and access to employment, community resources, medical care, recreational
opportunities, shopping, dining, etc. Public transportation would also contribute to a
sense of community and enhance neighborhood safety.
41 I think that all citizens should have access to public transportation. How far will public
transportation go out? Newton County is so large with large amounts of rural areas. Is
this only going to help those citizens within the city limits and just outside of it?
42 it is a greener way of getting from place to place. it will also allow seniors to travel roads
safely and could be beneficial to our student neighbors at Oxford.
43 To cut down wear and tear on roads.
44 Our students and many others in the community need it. It is necessary for the county
to move forward and maintain equity.
45 My wife and I are seniors whose driving days are numbered. We live well outside of
Covington where we do the majority of our shopping. We hope to stay in our home as
long as possible and good public transportation is one option I would embrace.

I also believe very inexpensive or preferably free transportation will help level a very
inequitable playing field. I believe it is the duty of government to make sure the least
able have access to goods and services available to those of us with cars and resources
that allow us to travel/shop when and where we wish.

46

I hope any mode of transportation that is adopted will be environmentally friendly and
will have a very low carbon footprint.
This is like asking why the county should provide water. Everyone needs transportation
to get the basic necessities of life and almost everyone needs it to get to work. It would
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
be better for the environment, traffic, and quality of life if there were a public transit
option.
47 To provide better employment opportunities to struggling families, and help reduce
emissions.
48 A transit system would encourage more visits to and from newton county. Thereby
resulting in more tax money for the county
49 Equity, reduced traffic, climate concerns
50 Too many residents and not enough sidewalk. People are constantly walking on
roadways etc. it’s getting dangerous
51 I visit Newton an average of once a week. If I could park, hop on and off a bus or tram
for several stops, then get back in my car, that would reduce my own carbon footprint,
and be very convenient.
52 I work with community partners in Newton and one of those most pressing issues is
access to service. Providing public transportation may increase utilization of
government and non-profit services.
53 Public transit enables individuals who may not be able to afford a car to get to and from
work, medical appointments and shopping more easily and efficiently; public transit
reduces the number of cars on the road/traffic, resulting in positive environmental
impacts and less degradation on roadways and less street traffic.
54 It’s needed
55 It will help people who don't have access to a car. It could help cut down on traffic
which is getting bad in Covington. If it's a good system I would use it for errands to save
on gas.
56 Cut down on cars on road for better environment; easier access for Oxford students to
town; more accessible for low income residents
57 To provide for people that do not have cars. Make jobs more accessible
58 To have transportation to the doctor, the airport, and around town errands rather than
drive my car.
59 To help older population get to doctor and prescription and younger to jobs.
60 Public transport is an essential service everyone should have access to.
61 For environmental,,serving most of the county population and economical reasons
62 Many people do not have transportation especially senior citizens.
63 For other people to go place to place
64 Dial-a-ride should be the highest priority. None of the items shown on the board were
the highest priority. Dial-a-ride can be effective for school, medical and shopping.
65 Some people doesn't have a car and so you have to walk where you are going if you
don't have the money.
66
67
68

People don’t have cars and have to walk in the cold and rain. It with cut down on traffic
and pollution
Great need for those without a vehicle
We should at least have sidewalks all around. Folks need a safe way to travel.
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
69 It would create a way for many to get around and it will help with traffic and cut down
on gas. This will also give people a chance to get to many of the wonderful things going
on downtown with out having to worry about parking
70 It would provide access for those without vehicles and reduce traffic congestion as
people use public transportation instead of driving themselves. This is providing the
transportation system meets the needs of the riding public.
71 Not everyone has a private car. Often the elderly and individuals with handicaps are
socially isolated because they lack a means of transportation. Families who have only
one car have difficulties too. If one family member needs the car for work, other family
members find it difficult to get to school meetings, doctor appointments, and stores.
72 Sometimes it is easier taking a buss than dealing with traffic.There should be bus service
to Atlanta.
73 Decease traffic, provide transportation for senior citizens and for others who need
transportation
74 Not everyone has a vehicle
75 There are many in Newton county that do jot have the means of transportation to get
around.
76 Some people are not fortunate to own a car.
77 So that all citizens has the ability to get around and meet the needs of their families.
78 I think there should be a bus system (not mass transit) that can get people from one
place to the other. Morgan county has something similar that I am talking about.
79 Reduce traffic, provide alternative to single driver vehicle, improve movement for non
drivers
80 We need to leave a smaller carbon footprint.
81 Lack of public transportation makes it difficult to work for those who have no car. No
applications, interviews, no jobs creates more poverty. It also creates depression in the
many who want to work but have no transportation. This can lead to crime by those
who ordinarily would not commit a crime, but feel it is the only choice available.
82 decreases traffic and need for parking, provides more options for people without
licenses or reliable transportation
83 Reduce pollution and prevent traffic jams
84 Because not everyone has access to a vehicle. If mine is broken, I've no way to get
anywhere.
85 I see people walking along Newton County roadways because they do not have means
to transportation. Newton County does not have sidewalks for them to use, so this is
very dangerous. Newton County should provide public transportation not only to keep
people mobile, but keep them safe.
86 Convience and access for those that do not have it especially senior citizens that I often
see walking from Kroger to the senior housing. Access for teens that want to work and
working and retaining a legal job will keep them out of trouble. Environmentally it may
reduce the amount of vehicles on congested roads like 278 (only if people actually
utilize it)
87 Less car traffic, save on gas !
88 Less car traffic on the road! Saves gas and less air pollution
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
89 With all of the tourism that Newton County sees it would be a great way for visitors to
enjoy our city as well as locals. An electric bus system like they have in Chattanooga
would be great!
90 Growth apparently not projected; traffic is increasing.
Make job opportunities and employment more accessible to all.
Hopefully decrease traffic.
91 A lot of parents work in neighboring counties and our students without transportation
are missing out on opportunities like dual enrollment.
92 We all need an easier way to get from place to place.The elderly and people who can’t
drive need an easier way to get around town. Sometimes, people with cars my be
without for some reason and need to get around town, need transportation.
93 For persons who don’t drive
94 For the elderly, young people., and those would work and have to schedule rides. Lets
not forget hoapital appts.
95 A lot of people don’t have transportation and have to walk in the cold, heat or rain to
get to where they have to go. When my car is out of service I am one of those people
96 More environmentally friendly. Also For elderly and lower income people to get
around. Helps promote tourism because people are more likely to visit if public
transportation is available to take them around
97 Environmentally responsible, pollution, save resources,
98 Newton County is a part of Metro Atlanta; however, as a Newton resident I find it
stressful and so inconvenient when I cannot access to public transportation in and out
of the city. The only assessable means is by automobiles or taxis. The County is
congested but if we add public transportation we be more flexible with mobility.
99 Alternative way to get around. No parking worries. Day trips using public transportation
is a great way to learn about the area and feel connected. It could reduce carbon
footprint.
100 Reduce air pollution and CO2 emissions.
101 Sidewalk need to be available for those without cars

102
103
104
105
106
107
108

It is ridiculous that we do not have them for walking and biking to even get to public
transportation
For the elderly and for people who do not own cars.
It will help with growth
Because do many people don't have transportation .
People need to be able to get around. Lack of public transportation shows backwards
thinking. It is selfish.
For those of us that have transportation issues
There are a lot of friends and teenagers that are in need of transportation.
Ease
Environment
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
109 So people can get around the city easily. Some people don’t have access to cars.
110 As Newton county continues to grow I believe that this will give more people access to
the different thing currently in Newton county and the things that will come .
111 There are many people living here who don’t have reliable transportation. For example
when I taught high school I had students who needed to work to help their families, but
since they couldn’t afford a car, they were limited to working places that were within
walking distance from their house. If they had reliable public transportation that would
expand their opportunities to places where they might be able to make more money
and help themselves and their families rise out of poverty.
112 For Newton county to continue to grow and become connected to metropolitan area.
113 I have many parents of my students that struggle to get to school to pick up their
students or to attend events because they don’t have transportation. They can’t get to
the grocery store or doctor appointments for the same reason.
114 Citizens need alternative transportation
115 I think the traffic situation is becoming problematic in Newton County, and we need to
reduce the number of cars on the road. I am also concerned about the environment.
116 To avoid traffic delays
117 Public transportation will reduce the amount of traffic in the city and help people who
do not have the means of getting around.
118 Many elderly folks aren't able to drive and need transportation to doctor appointments,
grocery shopping, etc.
119 The country has housing situations that should accomodate for a population that does
not have or has access to a vehicle. Also, it would limit the number of vehicles on our
roads.
120 Many do not have transportation or the funds for taxis and often have to reply on
friends or neighbors. As I get older, I also realize my own need for public transportation
to and from medical appointments as well as a shuttle to and from the airport.
121 So that residents without cars will have a way to get to various locations such work,
grocery stores, school, church, etc.
122 Reduce traffic congestion and vehicles emissions.
123 We're getting bigger, and there are senior housing complexes going up. This means
more traffic and yet people unable to get around. Also, please consider people
transporting bicycles on the bus.
124 Save on gas, carbon footprint
125 Automobiles should not be requirement for our county as we look to build community
and lean into clean energy alternatives to move people and goods throughout the
community.
126 It will allow more access to transportation . It is becoming more challenging to get rides
on Lyft . Public Transportation may even be cheaper .
127 For less traffic on the road. Back up incase we had car problems
128 Not everyone has a car or other affordable means of transportation
129 I used to drive Uber/Lyft these services are limited if Newton had it's own it would
mean jobs and income for Newton County.

24

Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
130 It is vital for certain individuals.
131 There are many who don't have access to vehicles making it difficult to get and maintain
work, get to appointments, grocery stores ect.
132 To help the less able get around. Uber and Lyft charge a lot more for areas like Oxford
and that’s unfair
133 Have on traffic, fuel consumption, and emissions
134 Being in rural area its needed. Also traffic at times can be overwhelming
135 Cut down on cars on the road. It gives those without a car the ability o get around.
136 It will bring the county together like never before and extend opportunities to work and
shop who otherwise may have no means.
137 Every decent city has public transportation. Additionally, there is a small amount of the
county that contains most of the stores and services - people who live further out
deserve assistance where needed. Finally, there are WAY too many pedestrian incidents
in this county. Most roads are highways without sidewalks or safe pedestrian areas. For
me, either build sidewalks and pedestrian overpasses, or commit to public transport for
all
138 To help accommodate the the less fortunate who cannot afford other means to make
their daily lives
139 Equal access to resources and services; more environmentally friendly
140 To allow for less traffic on the roads, fewer accidents, and allow ones who don't have
cars access to transportation. It will enrich the lives of many and a viable source of
income for our city. I would definitely take advantage of it and it is needed to being
Newton County into the 21st century.
141 Everyone should have access to transportation.
142 I think many people dont have transportation or cant afford insurance and gas.
143 Public transportation is the future and is better for the environment and for human
health.
144 For seniors and teens that may not be able to drive. Also, for the people I see walking to
work.
145 Support all working class
146 economic development and opportunities
147 Covington needs to get out of that stone ages. Everyone doesn’t have access to a car.
Everyone screams people need to work, maybe they would if they could get there
148 Its time for this county to upwards. There are to many visitors and residents that have
no transportation to get around. Newton is growing. Its getting to busy not to move
forward. Its time to be apart of the city world now.
149 This will boost commerce and drive up the population.
150

Covington specifically is adding numerous 55+ communities. These individuals often
need transportation.
151 Because everyone doesn’t have access to a vehicle. It could help connect people to
opportunities outside the county.
152 Cause it could help alot of people that don't have transportation
153 Crowded streets. Lots of accidents. Lower incomes without a car.
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
154 My role in Newton County is to provide youth with educational resources. One of the
biggest hurdles in Newton County is transportation to get kids to our location to utilize
our resources,
155 For elderly
156 I think we have a large portion of the population that doesn't have access to cars. This
would also be beneficial for climate issues.
157 Public transportation would be an asset to those with transportation especially young
people that need a job. As a parent I know personally how expensive car insurance is to
add a young driver to a policy. Because of this my almost 17 year old still doesn't have
his license. Public transportation would be very helpful. I also have a 24 year old that
has epilepsy and can not drive..it is so hard to get everyone where they need to go and
Public transportation would give my 24 year old a feeling of independence while he is
going through the process of getting medications right so he can be seizure free.
158 I think it would allow transportation needs for those while don’t have their own vehicle
and give opt to fill local positions that are open but too far to walk to.
159 Elderly need transportation to dr appts and grocery stores. Elderly need autonomy.
Reduce carbon footprint
160 Every place (small to large population) that I have lived at has provided public
transportation to county residents. Not everyone can afford a car especially lower
income, disabled and/or elderly/seniors. Maintenance and insurance can be costly.
Uber is a good choice, but it is often expensive to/from home etc.

161
162
163
164
165
166

167
168
169
170

It is a county’s moral obligation.
We need to envision public transportation as part of a complete mobility network:
walking, biking, transit, ride share, bike share, etc. It's critical from an environmental
perspective and also more equitable for the community as a whole.
To eliminate the traffic problem that has grown in the county.
mobility
gresd
I see too many people walking to there destination.
It would be a great help for anyone who does not have access to a car or who may be
experiencing automobile challenges and do not have the money at the time to do the
repairs but still need to get to work amd other essential places. It also encourages more
people to leave their cars at home and take the bus which I believe is better for the
environment.
A big number of older adults don't like to drive to places such as Atlanta but need to go
there for different reasons.
Everyone is not financially able to purchase a car
I believe Newton County has an obligation to support those who do not have access to
personal transportation or who are not able to afford it.
Not everyone has transportation and they need a way to get around
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
171 Increase in senior population . Need transportation for basic needs such as doctor visits,
and shopping for groceries.
172 With the economy the way it is with lots of people out of work, gas prices going up, and
many people not being able to afford a car, another means of transportation is
necessary to allow these individuals to complete their daily tasks such as grocery
shopping, doctor visits, get children to school, etc. However, it also may make it more
convenient for criminals to come into the county, which is not a good thing.
173 If Newton Country had public transportation, I could’ve went on campus to Georgia
State Perimeter. My parents have to work and i don’t have a car so I had no way of
going to school. I was forced to stay home and take online classes.
174 Help provide other alternatives, it is hard to find uber/lyft at residence.
175 I see a lot of people walking to and from the grocery store and it doesn't look safe.
176 Most people don’t have their own transportation. I see a lot of people walking on the
side of the road. Elderly people are depending on relatives and neighbors,
transportation would give them a better quality of life.
177 I believe having public transportation would reduce the amount of vehicles on the road
as well as allow the county to continue to grow its bottom line tax revenues especially
with families that may not be able to afford multiple vehicles to get around.
178 I work in the staffing industry and transportation is often a issue as to WHY an associate
can not get to work every day. It would help VERY much if they had this option.
179 Providing public transportation from City to City inside Newton County will allow those
w/o transportation to have have access to shopping, hospitals, pharmacies and other
services.
180 I believe it would be helpful for teens who need transportation to work (because their
parents are already at work with the car), helpful for Senior Citizens who may need to
pick up medicine from the pharmacy or other errands if they don't have a car or are not
able to drive. I also think it should be just to get around in Newton County and not be a
service that makes stops or travels to Metro Atlanta.
181 Through my job, I have seen the lack of transportation services for families in Newton
County. There are not many taxi services; ubers or lyfts and when there are, it can be
costly.
182 newton is big and the areas where jobs and shopping are can be a bit far for some parts
of the county. Its almost impossible to live and get everywhere you need to without a
car.
183 There are many people here that have no transportation. We live in a big county and
everything is not accessible to those living in the "county"
184 Less cars on the streets and more elderly without cars have a way to stay independent
185 Lots of older adults have trouble driving
186 It would provide more resources to people that do not have reliable transportation.
187 Transportation will help connect important locations in Newton while keeping
congestion low and helping protect our environment. Frankly, I wish we had a direct
connection to Emory’s Atlanta campus or thereabouts (eg monorail) to avoid the
congestion on I20. We would get more visitors both to Oxford College and the square.
188 Connect communities, reduce traffic, environmental protection/reduce pollution
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
189 Less reliance on automobiles
190 .
191 Public transportation would provide access to transportation for folks who do not have
access to personal vehicles or cannot drive. I have lived in cities with great public
transportation and use it more than driving myself. A good public transportation system
would allow for the option to use it instead of driving a personal vehicle and reduce
some of the negative impacts of traffic on the community- pollution, parking issues,
congestion and wear on roads.
192 More transport options would allow poor and disabled members better access to our
community.
193 It would help people who had no car but keep the price so they can afford it
194 I see allot of people walking to the stores etc. .most places dont have sidewalk. The
population is growing and I believe it will relieve traffic
195 I use to work in Atlanta and I had to drive everyday. I would have been nice to have
transportation
196 Public transportation would allow for low to moderate income households to have a
more affordable means of transportation when owning and maintaining a personal
vehicle is not feasible or affordable
197 To provide those without cars means to get goods and services
198 better options for seniors, disabled, teens and financially disadvantaged.
199 Expand access to education, employment and housing options for Newton County
residents. Provide medical, food and other support options for our senior residents.
200 There are places that are inaccessible without a car. There are also times people would
prefer not to drive.
201 Less traffic, more availability, less parking required, easier for families to get around
202 My wife doesn’t have car. When she was pregnant and inorder to visist for doctors
office I need drive from work to home to office and vice versa. If I need to go to
Walmart as well I need to drive alone .Public transport will help to save more money on
gas and insurance
203 For some people this is the only way they can get around. Dr., food stores, school, etc.
204 I think that public transit in downtown and to certain major facilities around the county
would be a boon. It isn't so much to counter congestion to me, it is more about avoiding
the stressors of driving.
205 People who live in rural areas need transportation to the grocery store, doctor's offices,
pharmacies, etc
206 This would help many people who is not able to get a lyft or Uber to get where they
need to be.
207 Not everyone has a vehicle and those that do may want a break from driving
208 Everyone needs access to transportation for healthcare, and basic needs.
209 Reduce traffic jams, and pollution
210 I don't have my own transportation. I am a diabetic I have to walk to go to my Dr, and to
many places. It keeps my diabetic ulcers messed up. Please bring public transportation.
It will be life altering in a positive manner.
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Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD provide public transportation
211 It will provide transportation for the poor and less fortunate
212 Fir the ones that don’t have their own transportation
213 Transportation for handicapped individuals and transit to the MARTA to commute to
Atlanta.
214 Because I’ve noticed we have parents that have not been able to take part of school
activities or their child’s needs because they have no way of getting to the school.
215 I would ride Marta if it were available in Newton. I currently drive to Indian Creek and
ride into Atlanta.
216 I am the director or the pregnancy center. Over 90 percent of our clients are at or below
the federal poverty level. The biggest financial obstacle in their lives, the biggest
obstacle in their potential employment (means to overcoming poverty) is
transportation. They want to work but are limited to where they can walk or depend on
others to drive them. If that falls through, they lose their jobs. Please do this! This has
the potential to really change people’s lives!
217 It would be great for people who don't have a car
218 I would participate
219 I think public transit is the primary method for reducing traffic and providing mobility
for those who have limitations. I would also encourage dedicated bike lanes. At least
once a week, I drive to a local coffee shop or donut shop in the morning and go
immediately back home. It would be nice to be able to not use my car for that. There
are also many urban planning studies which support bike and public transit alternatives
to personal automobiles. Then there's the whole personal cost savings or environment
benefits....
220 If you don’t have a car, you’re stuck
221 The community should have option in transportation beside driving.
222 I didn't always have a car it was expensive and incovient to accomplish errands and to
help people out of poverty they need access to jobs
223 I believe Newton County should provide public transportation in limited areas to
provide access to food shopping and health care from densely populated ares to
nearest food stores and doctors offices.
224 There are many people who can't afford to own or maintain cars or who simply don't
want to own a car. Mass transit would give people a way to get around.
225 Not everyone has a way to get around the county.
226 Because everyone doesn’t own cars
227 Due to the amount of backed up traffic on highway 278
228 There is no inexpensive way to go to anything
229 Because we need to reduce volume of traffic and the resulting pollution. This will
increase air quality as well as reduce roadside littering.
230 I believe it is an important service particularly for those who do not have access to
private transportation, especially given how big the county is.
231 To preserve the environment. To assist those without transportation and to encourage
those who have it but could use more environmentally friendly options. And to make
our community a better place for everyone, regardless of personal resources or
disabilities.
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232 There is no way to commute unless you have a car or pay for Uber or Lyft. It would be
beneficial for those without a car, teens, elderly especially. However, I'm concerned
about traffic, street wear and tear and crime being committed using the convenience of
public transportation to get to areas that would otherwise be difficult to get to.
233 Although I own a car. There are 2 family members I have to share it with. Most times 2
of us have to use Uber to get to Dr appointments, grocery shopping and other personal
business errands. Public transportation would help my family to take care of personal
business and get to work.
234 Origins public transportation gives community members(who are without personal
transport) options for taking jobs further than walking distance. It also gives seniors and
the disabled, who can no longer drive, more independence and freedom.
235 Reduce traffic, reduce pollution, make it easier to get around without a vehicle
236 Even though I am fortunate enough to have a car, many people don't. Newton County
is a great county to live but if I didn't have a vehicle I wouldn't be able to get where I
need to go. Many who live in Newton County don't work in Newton County. There
should be transit to get to downtown Atlanta or at least to connect to other places.
237 Civil rights issue
238 It will help with the traffic in the mornings, lunch time, and when kids are getting out of
school.
239 Vanpools and ride share have been inconsistent as not many people go to same
location from out here in Newton county. Other transportation options would be
welcomed.
240 There are many in our community who do not own cars and have no other means of
commuting. This limits their potential job options and their ability to seek employment,
as well as making it difficult for them to seek healthcare and other resources. It is
difficult for those without vehicles to obtain essential items like groceries as well,
leaving them to shop for food at convenience stores and gas stations, which severely
limits their access to nutrition. Reliable public transit is an integral part of keeping our
community safe, healthy, and thriving.
241 It would help residents be able to get to places like laundry mats, college, grocery
stores, dr appointment, maybe to the mall,and of course work and could reduce so
many drivers on the roads leading to less accidents.
242 There are plenty of people and Newton County who do not have cars and would be able
to get around much better if there was some kind of transportation around the county
especially to the shopping areas Walmart downtown Covington etc.
243 Increased job access and decreased dependence on individual car ownership.
244 Retired, disabled, and adult students have transportation needs.
245 Because as a 83 year old senior I don't feel safe driving with all the traffic here and it is
getting worse .
246 There have been times that I did not have a car and would have appreciated an option
to get to where I needed to go without renting a car or depending on private individuals
- or taxis.
247 Not everyone owns a car and if your car needs repair, you need another way to get
around.
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248 I think Newton County should offer public transportation due to the fact that Senior
citizens may not have reliable transportation. Also, many low income families are
unable to afford reliable transportation and they need to get around the community.
249 Because we need to have some accessable roads such as more bike paths. I've lived in
this county all my life and would like to see it become part of the 21st century and get
out of the 1930s.
250 It would be very beneficial to so many individuals like myself that don't have access to a
vehicle or family to take them places. Like me there are many people that ride with
either lyft or uber and that can get very expensive. Especially if you ride with them for 5
days out of a week for work . Not mention having to go to the grocery store or a doctors
appointment all in that same week. Transportation in newton would help so many
people that truly need it.
251 public transportation increases access, equity, and choice in an community
252 Because many citizens do not have a car or too old to safely drive:
253 Helps with people that is disabled, people that can't afford to.get a car and can't get. T
their license
254 Having a transit system will reduce the travel. Allow you to have another option for
travel.
255 Because mass transit is better for the Earth.
256 There are those that live in the outer reaches of the county that do not have access to
affordable, reliable means to get to medical appointments or to fulfill shopping needs.
257 I'm from Los Angeles California and I've been living in covington for 3 years and newton
County is going at a fast pace subdivisions springing up all over. And the need for
making Salem road and some other streets two lanes on each side. To increase traffic
flow. Shuttle bus service would work great for the county. Giving those who work at the
warehouses and plants another source of transportation besides lyft or Uber. I work for
lyft and it's not cheap for some customers to ride everyday. Keep it simple with a
Shuttle service to cover the newton county area and widen some of the streets. Again
Salem road. Brownbrige. Don't take away the relax country feel of living here. You could
create a park and ride area also to Shuttle people to certain warehouses or plants using
Shuttle bus service. If you want to go big. A train leaving from newton county and
connect with a train in deklab County or wherever the nearest train station would be.
And create more bike lanes and sidewalks for on Salem road surrounding areas.
258 County is large enough to make having public transportation a necessity
259 If Newton county begins to provide transportation I won't have to drive almost an hour
to work. I would surely be working for Newton county transit
260 There is a need for public transportation especially among teens, elderly and those of
low socio-economic status who can not afford to buy a car but need to get to a
occupation, grocery stores, etc. It is the best interest of Newton County to provide its
citizens all viable opportunities to work and pay taxes.
261 To cut down on fuel emissions and provide more equitable access to local venues.
262 Cause itbwould help and befit alot of people that don't have transportation to and from
work, and it could also help alot of people get and keep a job cause they would have
transportation. I may also cut down some of the traffic around the square, which always
have people walking and people not wanting to stop for them.
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263 Traffic congestion is getting worse every day. You can't even get through town on 278
without getting close to an accident at least 5 times.
264 Our county is very large and full of low income, single car or no car families. Having
public transit would provide opportunities for more people to get to jobs, doctors,
stores, etc.
265 It's needed, time for some progressive thinking.
266 To allow people access to jobs and services that are currently unavailable to them.
267 Many poor people have no transportation. People should not have to take a grocery
cart from Krogers to take home their groceries.
268 Not everyone have transportation and want to drive all the time
269 It is impossible to get around Newton workout a car. And the lack of sidewalks!
270 Newton County is Growing..Newton county is Sooo Far behind the times..And
Everybody don't own a Car..Newton residents need to get on Board with Public
transporation....
271 Let's get into the 21st century! Newton County has lagged behind in Transportation and
its citizens are forced to get Transportation in different counties.
There is an immense need to get around Newton County and to move between the
different counties. Ride share and taxis are expensive.
Newton has a cross section of income and all of would benefit if at least there were
buses that ran between major points in the County. We can think broader by having
GRTA come to Newton and even better if we also offered a local bus service that takes
us into Rockdale and DeKalb County, at least to Stonecrest Mall.

I have family members who have considered moving to Newton but they rely on public
transportation. So the rejected the idea of moving because Newton is a transportation
desert with very few options.
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Transportation will only enhance the quality of life of our residents and it is a great
equalizer and a NEED for those who are financially struggling.
More people are moving to ga the development coming to Newton County
Newton County should have public transportation to provide options to those who
don't drive or want to drive.
People who don't have cars or family need a way to get around town.
There are many citizens who do not have access to a car but still need to get to work,
school, food, medical care, etc. I am the director of a food pantry, and lack of
transportation is the main barrier people have to accessing our free food.
It helps people who don’t have vehicles or abilities have more agency and freedom. I
used to teach in Newton County and I was frequently saddened by the numbers of my
students whose families did not have reliable transportation. This affects their ability to
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work, socialize, and be a true part of our community. Additionally, public transportation
is good for the environment.
277 yes and one stop should be at the hospital. there are a lot of the citizens that call for an
ambulance that don't fit the bill as an emergency and want transport to the ER. These
people tie up a valuable resource that is needed for true emergency's like cardiac
arrest, gun shot wounds, difficult breathing, seizures.
278 It would reduce the impact of emissions. At a minimum transportation should be
provided for seniors and special needs persons.
279 A county with the demographics and poverty level Newton County has should invest in
some from of intracounty transit with a main connection to mass transit like GRTA
and/or Gwinnett County route that connects to MARTA at some point. There are very
few professional level job opportunities in this county. Even entry level workers have to
travel to other counties for work because the job market here doesn't support the
number of workers. A transit system will boost the economy by making jobs more
accessible to workers. It would be great if we could all work in Newton County but that
will not happen in our lifetime.
280 Excellent environmental option, but it needs to be very well regulated. With mass
transit comes an increase in crime. The routes should only be local to Newton county,
and the main hub central to Covington, such as Kroger on 278.

This is a huge undertaking. Not every location should need it. Perhaps a route from
Porterdale to the Square, the Square to Kroger then Hazelbrand Walmart.

Look at Emory's routes with their shuttles.
281 There are many residents that walk to stores on roads with no sidewalks and it is
dangerous.
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Question 12

On Question 10, you indicated that Newton County SHOULD NOT provide public transportation. Why?
Responses to Question 10 – Newton County SHOULD NOT provide public transportation
1
It's not needed here in NC. And it's a huge taxpayer expense. Our taxes are high
enough. You all start this stuff and you will find long-term property owning taxpayers
LEAVING THE COUNTY.
2
Because newton county can't fix the roads already and the congestion is horrible, public
transportation will only add to these issues.
3
No necessary
4
Other than elderly transportation that is already available, Newton has no need for
mass transit. The cost is exorbitant and not a necessary expense.
5
It is not needed- this is a rural community and most people own cars. This will only bring
more crime to the area.
6
Why?I don't think it's necessary. We are not a big enough city for public transportation.
7
Why in the world would we need public transportation in Newton County is the better
question.
8
The use of public transportation is NEVER used in a ratio equal to the cost. In fact very
few times outside of law enforcement and national defense is government a efficient
use of tax money.
9
Major expense for the use of very few people. If to connect to another system to help
people commute to Atlanta for work-yes
10 I used to live in DeKalb County, Stone Mountain. I lived in a very respectable and safe
neighborhood.

11
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As soon as bus routes via Marta started coming around, the neighborhood rapidly
declined. It quickly became a low income neighborhood. People trashed the area and
property values declined and crime increased. It is definitely not a good move to bring
a transportation system to Newton County, unless you want to see people exit Newton
County fast as lightning, and that includes me.
Who is paying for this? I don't think we should be bringing in residents of other
counties. I believe this will add to an elevation in crime, jobs being taken away from
Newton County residents, more traffic issues.
Because of increased crime rates
I am not sure there is a true need for it.
Public transportation brings about crime to certain areas. Where people normally
wouldn't have access to a particular neighborhood, they would now.
There are other services the county needs to focus on. Created a county transit service
only adds additional tax burden to county residents who would not use the
transportation. There are other non tax burden options for transportation, Uber/Lift,
which also provide local jobs.
Newton county needs to concentrate on updating the county dump, widening the
highways i.e. streets that are major components leading to a 20, improve the water
system because of the excessive expansion that is going on. Public transportation is not
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self-sufficient therefore my taxes will go up. Statistics have shown that crime also goes
up close to public transportation therefore more police officers will be needed to
ensure my safety, does my taxes go up again. I have just received my tax notification in
my taxes went up over $800 this year I cannot afford to keep living in Newton County if
my taxes are going to be raise every year
17 There are many forms of transportation available to the public. Taxes should not be
used to start, support, or subsubised transportation!
18 Cost, maintenance, raises taxes, ties up traffic, crime
19 People who live in Newton county knew of the transportation availability before they
moved here. Very few people don’t have available transportation and the cost for
providing it for the few is too costly for the need.
20 A public transportation system will never pay for itself. It will be nothing but a heavy tax
burden on already over taxed home owners/citizens in the county the majority of which
won’t even use the transportation system. It will also do nothing but bus in more crime
and drug/sex trafficking to the area. Citizens have enough to deal with without the
taxes and criminal activity being added by this crap.
21 Roads are not suited for public transportation....
22 Brings more violence from low income people.
23 Don’t believe it will be supported or used by majority of tax-payers.
24 Traffic would be more congested.
25 Cost. It will also bring crime and overcrowding.
26 Brings more violence throughout the county just like MARTA rail did in Atlanta
27 Because majority of Newton county residents already have their own mode of
transportation. And this would add to the congestion of traffic. I moved to Newton
county because of the peace and quiet (very relaxed environment), and I can see it's
slowly losing that.
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AS THE COUNTY, YOU MAY BE LOOKING AT PROFITS, BUT PEACE OF MIND
UNDOUBTEDLY TRUMP PROFITS
Without cost factors, this would be a nightmare
I believe it would encourage crime
Just don't think it is necessary.
The roads are already far too heavy for the traffic flow, public transit will complicate,
slow down, and increase congestion for EVERYONE’S commute (though in theory the
opposite should happen, but reality is - it WILL highly increase the already congested
roads. On another note, it will drastically, DRASTICALLY decrease Newton County’s
elevation, charm, and quality. The affect of public transportation will devalue
everyone’s property and quickly lead to a decline in affluence. Please do NOT allow
public transportation in our charming, quaint, slice of heaven. I beg you.
increased crime.
Because it will increase crime rate.
The country is not populated enough to support the need for public transportation. We
need to focus on bringing businesses in the county so that people don’t have to go work
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elsewhere. We need to improve the current roads and adapt them to increased traffic.
Consider a transit system later, maybe in 10 years...
35 The county is too rural to facilitate such an idea. It would be more practical to ease
traffic congestion by other means.
36 No more taxes
37 We already need to widen several main streets through the county and busses would
only increase congestion
38 Because you are thinking in terms of revenue for the city and being completely blind to
the fact that by rushing into these projects you are destroying the town. Public
transportation systems have shown a record of criminal activity and clogging up roads.
39 Not enough people that require mass transit.
40 No good routes, crime, don't see a need. Would cause higher taxes. Live on main road.
If a bus stop near me will affect property value. Most roads not good for buses. People
will take chances passing so more wrecks.
41 I like that Newton is not as congested as the city. Public transportation will bring more
traffic to the area.
42 All ready getting too congested. Plus I worry about increase crime.
43 M oh st people have cars or live within walking distance. Phone are everywhere.
Newton doesnt want to be dekalb.we dont have enough restaurants or quality
shopping. Many things are needed in th iui s county. Public transit isnt one of them.i
choose this county as home because I choose not to live in a city
44 To much traffic as it is.
45 Based on my experience, many people from other counties utilize public transport to go
outside their county to commit crimes
46 Its already busy enough without more cars!!
47 Structurally the county does not have the capacity for a bus system
48 Transit service offers a disservice to ALL
49 It causes crime. It allows people in neighborhoods where they do not need to be ie child
molesters would have access to areas where they are not permitted ie schools,
playgrounds etc. because the public transportation would service those areas and
would not be able to regulate the passengers. It creates an undesirable environment.
50 Brings too much
51 This is not a need in our county.
52 I don’t believe we have a need for public transportation or the ability or resources to
pay for the service the community is to spread out
53 Public transportation is a bigger nuisance than benefit. It cause more traffic issues and
only leads to the over decline of the area. Newton county should not want to become
more like the metro area. Public transit will begin to push Newton county into a larger
crap hole that the metro area already is.
54 Not necessary. Put the money on improving schools, highways, roads, bridges, clean up
Newton county!
55 Increase in crime
56 My part of the county is rural and I do not feel we need transit ruining the country
aesthetic
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57 Crime crime and crime
58 Not necessary.

59

The transit system is not the means to a better community. To my understanding a
mass transit system typically brings crime, a burden to the taxpayers and overall no
desire to see our county grow in the magnitude
You creating a need by installing a transit system. Look at communities surrounding us
(to the west) most people moved to Newton co./Covington to avoid the crime problems
a transit system brings.

There are already transport systems and originations that assist the elderly or disabled
with their needs.
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This county needs to be most concerned with its roads and the amount people already
driving on them and take into consideration the amount of growth we are currently
seeing and coming in the future. Also most everyone who can buy a house or rent an
apartment owns a car. Anyone who owns a car is not going to ride on a bus full of
people who can't seem to get one for themselves.
There is not a justifiable need or cost
They can’t run the parts of the county that exist as it is. One more potential disaster to
be had. Nothing new until the BOC can run the county without creating another
authority.
We do not have the public safety infrastructure nor do we have the public need for this!
Please don’t bring this here. Newton County does not need this!
Not necessary....
Newton County is already one of the most expensive counties to live in with taxes
increasing. We don’t need anything else that will raise those taxes again! Not to
mention crime at bus stops. Newton needs to focus on lowering taxes before they try
spending more money
The county is already overcrowded with little shopping and restaurants for the citizens.
Crime is also increasing and a transit system would bring more crime to the area.
It will bring more crime
Waste of tax money.
I don’t believe we need it in areas like the square because it will create more traffic for
the locals when we already have a lot of traffic from tourist.
Increased crime, lower property value, takes away from our quiet community. My
family and I will be moving if this passes
Crime, cost of the project ( i do not want my property taxes to go up), & increased
congestion on roads. Focus on attracting businesses like Takada that pay their workers a
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fair wage so that we can improve our per capta income & attract businesses other than
waffle house. We do NOT need this in Newton county!
71 Will bring more issues and more traffic.
72 Growing up in Clayton Co., I saw what happened when they brought mass transit it.
Crime rate immediately increased in a high crime community. Please do not do this to
our community.
73 We moved from the city to get away from public transportation.
74 This will bring more crime and will not be used sufficiently to offset the cost it will
generate. We are not a metro county. We have 110k residents. Not 250k-500k.
75 Impact to property value, impact to safety in neighborhoods, and traffic congestion
from buses/bus stops.
76 Everything in city limits is walkable. Other areas are too rural to require public
transport. Newton County Government has proven to be fiscally irresponsible with
current budget and management. Their track record dictates failure and waste of tax
dollars. I don't want to pay for services I won't use.
77 We should provide transportation privately to Newton County residents only. If you
require transportation to outside the county, Newton County transportation can drop
you off at the Marta location on the access road to provide further travel. Do not bring
Marta to this County or it will further destroy it as it done to Clayton County and cities
along the i20 corridor. If you bring transportation here then you need to budget funds
for local law enforcement.
78 We need golf cart paths like we were promised. This is a small community. Dont make
us like lithonia
79 It’s a very rural area where most people must own a car
80 We are not Atlanta and need to stop trying to turn our quiet small town into an
extension of Atlanta.
81 Waste of money
82 Newton county has too much traffic, the city is not large enough area to need mass
transit. Uber and lyft are always available. Tax funded transit taxes citizens to pay for
tourist transit.
83 The town is small enough to walk or bike through. There is already too much traffic to
add in public transportation too.
84 Unnecessary! There is plenty local jobs that prevent residents from needing to
commute away from the area- and we do not need commuters that are not local to the
area.
85 No more taxes! Leads to more low income housing and crime. We have enough traffic
in Newton County already.
86 We have enough traffic in Newton County.
87 Newton county does not need public transit. People didn’t move here to have public
transit because it’s not here now. If they are getting by without it now they can get by
without it in the future. If people want or need public transit they should move to an
area with it.
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88 It is unneeded and will use resources better allocated for other purposes. This is not
Downtown Atlanta. Public transportation consistently does more harm than good
nationwide, the only exception being rail systems.
89 I live at Brown Bridge and Salem rds. The road infrastructure can not support the traffic
we have now. This does not include the 2000 plus houses that will be built in a 5 mile
radius over the next two years at this intersection. Public transportation will not help
90 No need and not enough people to warrant the expense
91 Brings in crime, another expense the county cannot fund
92 Who’s going to pay for it? Taxes are high enough and the county should focus on
homeowners to our community and less apartments then there would not be a need
for transit.
93 It’s not cost effective for the taxpayers. It usually leads to a vast increase in crime .
94 Newton County based on the data doesn’t need mass transit. This county is already in
the red and mass transit systems are a money pit.
95 This is Unnecessary. We don’t have the population nor do we want that kind of
population here. We are partially a rural county, we don’t need transits to the farms or
to the fields. Waste of funds when our schools are so bad and our roads are not large
enough to carry the amount of cars er have now. This would affect our health as well
with the environment.
96 Infrastructure of roads not adequate. Raise taxes
97 Increases my taxes, increase crime,
98 Will get too much traffic
99 It is a known fact that public transit brings crime and criminals into the areas where it is
constructed. I rode Marta when going to school and all the areas where the stops
occurred were more likely to have more crimes. It gives the criminals a way to come to
our town when they would not normally have a way. If you want a transit system,
move to where they have one.
100 Will be to congested
101 Not a good use of resources
102 No. Hell No!!!
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The county/city is forcing the small town community and what residents of this town of
generations love about this town. We don’t want a Gwinnett County! F’ing No!
With public transportation comes more crime.
I dont want to see the crime rate increase based on the correlations between mass
transit, low income housing and crime.
We know how to get from one place to another. We do not want a black hole of
horribly managed govt funding for Newton. We see the mismanagement of Marta.
The large more dense counties have transit systems that are expensive to manage. The
goverment grants come with to many restriction and will be regulated by people
outside the county. This will only mean higher taxes for those already paying to much
for the services we currently have.
It creates more problems.
There are too many other options available.
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109 It will raise taxes. Create an influx of population. It will create over population.
Newton County will be responsible for cost of maintaining.
110 Because it will cost us more than it’s worth. It will bring more crime to our communities
and we can help each other with rides more than this would ever benefit us!
111 Crime rates increase.
112 Because it brings crime into cities
113 We live in the Mansfield area, choosing to live a rural lifestyle. Because of this choice,
we planned to provide our own transportation.. Also, since Mansfield Marketplace has
been built, we are able to walk or ride a bike for supplies if we do not want to go to
town.
114 Burden on over taxed tax payers
115 Because it’s not a good business decision for our county .
116 We like our rural town. Public transit will only raise our taxes and are NOT NEEDED IN A
TOWN WITH A POPULATION OF 400 PEOPLE.
117 Each person should work to buy their own vehicle so that they do not have to be lazy
and depend on other people to take them places. Plus, it will bring down the
community basically turning it into a poverty ridden place like Decatur.
118 Are you ready to see crime rates go up? Are you ready to see life long residents leave
the county? Because public transportation will do just that.
119 Because people should get a job to pay for their own vehicle and not have to depend on
other people getting them places.
120 I believe it causes more people into the county . Will become more like a bigger city
121 The streets are too congested near the square. The infrastructure there would not
accommodate larger vehicles. It is difficult to navigate anywhere around the square as it
is.
122 It will be an unnecessary tax burden on residents that don’t need or want it. It will also
be used by other cities to push their low income and homeless on the citizens here.
123 Traffic nightmare, crime, tax increase
124 Mass transit will only create more traffic issues in an already congested area.
125 Waste of tax payer money. Allowing for more crime, drug/sex trafficking to bussed into
safe communities through public transit, from other areas in the county. Rural
communities need to stay rural communities and not be unamused. This public transit
system would only further urbanization. Tax dollars should be used to improve other
services or infrastructure throughout the county.
126 I think it would negatively impact the already increasing problems with crime and traffic
127 Most everyone here has a vehicle or access to a vehicle. That also brings in more crime.
Transit is even more pollution and with all the factories we have enough.
128 There are plenty of other options. In a world with Uber and Lyft there’s no reason to
burden tax payers with a system that will never make a profit but rather continuously
costs more money to run effectively. It brings a bit city element. If I wanted that I would
move to a big city. I love here bc I don’t want to live in that kind of environment. There
are plenty of options for people to get around in Newton County without adding public
transit. Quit trying to make us a mini-Atlanta. If you want Atlanta then go to Atlanta. I
like my small town feel.
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129 It makes. I sense! Our county is not that big. Are you trying to junk it up like Dekalb and
Clayton. Wow! Just keep adding and adding people without the infrastructure! Dumb!
130 Public transit would only make more tax paying citizens leave the county. Due to our
NCSS leadership, or lack there of, Newton has seen a mass exodus. Public transit and
building more and more low income housing will do nothing but further cheapen this
county and urge more people to leave. Pushing this county further and further to being
like Dekalb county. Not to mention a large portion of our county is rural. Public transit
in other cities rarely even serve the rural areas.
131 Not needed. Taxes too high already
132 I don’t see a need with the ride share, golf cart, private vehicles already on the road or
available in the area. I’m concerned about the cost of such plan.
133 Unnecessary tax burden
134 Don’t think county needs it now.
135 Often when you incorporate public transportation into an area, it also brings in more
crime.
136 Do not need it!
137 Most people can get where needed in the county with vehicles, golf carts, bicycles or
walking.
138 Not a major city where everyone works and shops in the same county
139 Because it's dumb
140 Public Transportation will make it easier for people to come in and out of our
community to commit crimes. Uber, Lyft and taxi drivers are cheap enough for people
whom need transportation.
141 Brings in undesirables
142 Public transportation brings on more problems. Why fix it when its not broke
143 It's not the responsibility of others to pay for one's means of transportation. If you can't
afford transportation or are not capable of transporting yourself then you have no
business going anywhere. Someone else has assumed responsibility for you and your
well-being and is capable of caring for your needs.
144 Not needed
145 No need.
146 Until more details are given as to WHY we need it here, where the routes will be, and
numbers to support this - then, no.
147 Waste of tax dollars. Why do you think we need it? How bout fixing shitty roads instead
there's a thought
148 Because if I wanted to live in a congested area with transit I would move to Atlanta, I
moved to newton country to not have this crap! Leave the suburbs alone, if you need
transit to get to work move closer in to Dekalb county! Keep it out of newton county! I
moved to the country for a reason!
149 Public transportation brings in unwanted vagrants that don’t leave once here and are a
menace to society. Don’t get me wrong I’m all about helping people up that want to get
better, that want a job to get back on their feet. But that’s not the people I’m referring
to. This is or was a small town that I was proud to live in. Almost everyone knew
everyone else. Now there’s so much housing and not enough stores, restaurants and
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activities that it’s just too congested with people in general. If you add buses to that it’s
going to be a nightmare. Covington is so full of people that there are ALWAYS lines to
get into (drive thru included) the few restaurants that we have. There’s long lines at the
grocery stores and the pharmacies. And you want to bus more people in? I can see
people catching a bus from the park n ride or another parking lot that takes people out
of town, with no stops in town. However there needs to be a way to keep people that
don’t LIVE here from riding the bus back into town.
150 Public transportation will never be self-supporting. It will always require tax dollar
supplements.
151 Taxi, Uber should take care of this
152 Crime!
153 It will create more cost to already burdened tax payers and potential for more crime.
154 Because it brings more trouble and crime
155 Current parking, especially around the square, needs to be taken care of first. Crime
rates will increase in and around the city.
156 1) huge tax payer expense and liability. 2) it will allow those with bad intentions to
travel further and more easily around the county.
157 We don’t need it and the residents don’t want it. Taxpayers don’t want to fund it.
158 Newton County doesn't have a bustling city/towns (like Fulton & Dekalb) that has an
over abundant population of people.
159 There are other options available, so not a need to increase taxes for public
transportation.
160 Mass transit will bring urban sprawl to Newton county. It will look like Rockdale and
Dekalb county. Crime will rise, property value will fall. NO MASS TRANSIT.
161 ..
162 The cost versus benefit to a small number of people is disproportionate. Mass transit
also is associated with areas where there is higher crime and lower property values.
163 The majority of people in Newton County drive cars, and there is no need for public
transportation. Our taxes should go to more important things.
164 No need for mass transit
165 Expensive and not my place to provide transportation for others.
166 It is NOT needed and it has been proven time and time again that areas in which public
transit are provided have higher crime rates, lower school standards, and lower housing
values.
167 I believe with public transportation in the area it’ll bring crime and more riff raff to our
county. I like the small town feel we have in our area.
168 Not needed! It will bring unwanted types of people to the area. Please view areas to the
west of us.
169 We are still a rural community and do not need public transportation...if people want
that then move back to the metro counties
170 Not enough potential users
171 Because it destroys local systems and increases the crime rate.
172 Crime escalates with public transit. Thais has been proven in every situation.
173 Cost too high for benefit
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174 We will become another dekalb county...it brings in low class folks..more crime..more
drugs..theft..
175 It’s not needed. Additionally
An increase in vandalism, resulting in increased costs for security and vehiclemaintenance
In large transit systems, significant revenue shortfalls unless additional funding was
provided
An increase in driver complaints and staff turnover, although farebox-related arguments
were eliminated
Slower service overall (not collecting fares has the effect of speeding boarding, but
increased crowding tends to swamp out this effect unless additional vehicles are added)
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Declines in schedule adherence
The taxpayers should not be burdened with paying for this.
We are a rural community and do not need public transportation.
It’s already good as is. If there’s any public transportation only persons with an Newton
county address should have access
Don’t care
It will create more traffic & will attract more ppl from metro atlanta urban areas that
will make the crime rate increase
It is an expense and burden that property tax payers do not need to take on. The need
is not here.
It will only bring more crime into our county and schools. You are already doing that
with all the low income housing you are allowing and bringing into our county,
especially in currently safe, quiet residential areas.
I have lived in areas where public transportation was provided and I do not like the
effect it bought to the community.
Control growth and access
If they can not afford a car let them move back to Atlanta or DeKalb county.
Don't need the expense for the county or the liability
Deal with the over crowded areas and the infrastructure within the county. Get public
schools systems to highest-ranking. Build District 3 Community Center, and the park.
Once these items have been addressed and completed then; maybe we can look into
public transportation... Thank you so kindly
This county has already grown more than I would like. Our school system is soon to be
overcrowded with all the new apartments being built. I think we need to slow down all
this growth and better maintain the infrastructure we have now.
Free transportation from neighboring counties and downtown Atlanta to Newton
county will worsen a steadily increasing crime rate.
It would take business away from myself.
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191 Not enough people to support it. Most of the county is too rural
192 Too expensive
193 Don’t like the buses
194 The cost of service would be to high. I know that you have already made up your mind
to do it. You will spend millions and serve a very small fraction of the population.
195 Because fuck them, that's why
196 Mass transit has always been associated with bringing in mass crime. Do not bring this
to our county. We have enough crime.
197 When you say “provide”, are you meeting give free rides? Are you saying provide an
option for public transportation. Will this be paid for with tax dollars or are you going to
allow a private company to come in and operate transportation.
198 Pay enough for deadbeats living off government tit already
199 It will not alleviate congestion, only increase volume, especially from outside the
county. There is no reason to accelerate increased population of Newton County. All
communities/towns/cities that adopt public transportation see increased crime,
density, and flight outward. Do not destroy the historic nature of Covington and
surrounding areas.
200 Newton County is not prepared for it and the growing population. If you look at the
crime statistics in cities who provide transportation it is rising very quickly. Our crime is
already out of control.
201 Brings in transient residents! And more taxation for those of us that actually go to work
to pay for it!! HELL NO.
202 The use of public transportation will increase the carbon emission in our county, which
is harmful for the environment.
203 Not needed brings crime
204 It’s going to bring in thousands and thousands of low income people that we have to
take care of
205 Easier access for crime to enter neighborhoods.
206 Because traffic already sucks so making everyone get stuck behind buses will only make
traffic worse and make it harder to go anywhere. First widen the bypass then public
transportation would probably be beneficial.
207 I believe it would lead to an increase in crime
208 This will increase emissions and air pollution. It unfortunately increase crime rates! It
increases taxes!
209 Too much traffic, taxes will go up and crime rates will go up
210 We do not need public funds (my tax dollars) paying for someone else to ride around.
Plz - no public transit !!!
211 It’s expensive, encourages lower income households to move to the area, and increases
crime
212 This will bring crime and drive down housing prices in the area.
213 This would only invite more low income families into the community and further reduce
the small down flavor that made our town special. Way to many farms have been
turned into low rent housing projects and have destroyed our city. Add a
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transportation service and we are looking at another downtown Atlanta. I would
consider moving out of Covington if a transportation system is adopted.
214 Costs to the county way exceeds the benefit. There are ways for some cheaper ways to
insure that folks can get to court & social needs programs, such as covering Uber or taxi
expenses for certain destinations.
215 Safety concerns.
216 I dont think there is enough demand for the need
217 It will change the community for the worse.
218 Not necessary, our community is a rural community that can’t afford to provide a public
service like this.
219 Not worth the cost.
220 It could cause Newton to become an emissions County, it will definitely raise taxes. No
one that I associate with would have a need for it.
221 We are a community that takes pride in the small town feeling we are known for.
Public transportation would rob us of that. Most important though....it’s just not
needed. No one one use it.
222 We do not have the infrastructure nor the population for it. Something needs to be
done to address the homeless situation that is out of control. This would just add to the
already worsening problem the City and County want to ignore.
223 The county is not big enough for public transportation
224 No! He’ll no. Nothing but making Covington a metropolitan city and that’s not why
people moved out here or have lived here. We don’t need it. It brings nothing but more
and more people!! Stop bringing people. It’s still a rural county for the most part and
government is push more and more down our neighborhoods. Enough is enough! No!
225 cost to the county
226 I think it would be a waste of resources, threat to safety, and create more problems for
the county.
227 It would be dangerous, our county needs to address its many, many issues before
tackling something like this!
228 This would cause an increase in crime.
229 Newton County should NOT provide public transportation because our roads are in
terrible condition and adding more large vehicles on them would cause more issues.
This also increases crime, to which our police department is not prepared for. The CPD
had trouble keeping officers for many reasons, one of which is the incredibly low pay
compared to all surrounded agencies. The shortage of officers and first responders in
general can not provide safety to our citizens especially if you offer public
transportation. Please no! This is not Dekalb county, please think about what you’re
doing!!
230 I believe it will bring in more low income residents which in turn will start to turn
visitors away which will then hurt us. There are 2 sides to this but looking at
communities where there is public transportation, you see a lot more lower income in
once thriving communities.
231 Coat
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232 Not sure if there would be enough real interest in public transportation. And buses
would eventually do damage to the counties roads.
233 This county does not need to have public transportation. The roads and traffic are bad
enough now without it.
234 Brings down the value of the community and surrounding area.
235 Our county does not need public transportation due to the fact that it will only bring
crime with it. If people want public transportation then move to a town or county that
offers public transportation.
236 Who will foot the bill? I don't want my property taxes raised to fund something I will
never use
237 I can’t imagine that we have
238 I don't believe there is a need for it.
239 No need for it at this time
240 I don't believe it is necessary
241 I think our focus and efforts should be dedicated towards enhancements of our green
space and recreation areas in the county.
242 Bring the community down
243 There are plenty of private transportation. Are we really large enough for public
transit?
244 Increase crime
245 Overcrowded. Need a better infrastructure/ roads to allow for public transportation.
246 Area is too congested already
247 May bring more homeless into our area.
248 Newton County is already slammed enough on Hwy 278 in Covington. Buses are not
needed
249 Newton county needs more quality places to shop, eat and “play”. Taxpayers are
already overtaxed. Our school system is a complete failure. There are more pressing
needs to be met in Newton County at this time.
250 Higher chances of disease and crimes.
251 Crime increase
252 I don't feel that enough people work within Newton county AND that would benefit
from such a service to justify the expense.
253 Will bring more criminals in.
254 Not necessary and costly.
255 It will be another hit to the tax payer and won’t be used.
256 I do not think it is needed.
257 More crime within the county will start occurring.
258 Too much traffic will come
259 Newton County, residents have sufficiently provided for themselves, in the twenty
years of lived here. The county is compact, that is the reason I moved here, for the
bucolic country surroundings, the birds singing early in the morning. Why would the
planning committee, take away our clean air, for dirty polluted air from busses. Public
transportation, will bring in criminals to the community, hopping busses to break into
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homes. Does the NCPD, have the police power to handle more crime, you barely have
man power to handle the crime in Newton. Can Newton county handle Atlanta, Decatur
thug population...why does NC, have to be like other
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populated county's? That's the reason I moved here, I love small town living, although
NC is growing. I DON'T WANT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION! SALEM RD, AND BROWN
BRIDGE RD, CAN NOT TAKE ANY MORE TRAFFIC.
Traffic is already a nightmare with people moving in from other states.
Pollution, extra traffic
No need! This town is very small
There isn't a need. Everything is pretty close.
It would be too much for this small town
Cause more traffic is an already busy area. There are several other options for ride
share through Uber and Lyft to help assist those who need additional transportation.
Public transportation brings all sorts of problems to the area. Look at atl
To much traffic as it is in newton county already
It is crowded enough and would bring more crowds
Will bring cause more congestion on roads and will bring additional trash to the grounds
that is already unwanted.
Because majority of the residents have private transportation. THOSE THAT NEED SOME
SORT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES ARE SENIORS AND THE DISABLED (WHO ARE
UNABLE TO COMMUTE ON THEIR OWN)
Other than perhaps the need to transport elderly or disabled persons there is no need
for public transportation in Newton county at this time. It would be a great expense
with little benefit to the majority of taxpayers.
Keep it rual
Our roads are too crowded now, streets are not adequately maintained, need to stop
apartment building and we don’t need higher taxes. Our taxes are outrageous as is!
Keep down crime
I do not feel it it is necessary in a county as small as Newton
Cost is a huge concern and user fees cannot pay for the service.
Newton County is and shouldn't be an extension of Atlanta. Public transportation will
bring more
crime, which has increased enough already. I feel it's just another attempt at brinnging
more
money into the county. We pay soaring property taxes. Let's first take care of current
residents

before we invite an influx of more people. Okay?
278 Increased crime rate
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279 Public transportation brings crime. Newton county is having a difficult time already
keeping crime under control. And the need is simply not there. Lyft and uber are not in
high demand here
280 People are too addicted to their vehicles to be cramped up on a shuttle bus around the
county. I, for one, wouldn't care to get on a bus carrying a lot of packages or groceries.
281 Because this is a small town and that is why people live here! We do not need public
transportation!
282 It’s not needed
283 Where the heck would it go??? There aren’t enough businesses or areas in the county
to support the tax hike that will follow
284 Transportation such as Marta will just turn Covington into an extension of Atlanta.
Many people in Covington specifically moved here to get away from big city life and all
that entails. There is still a hometown feel to Covington that will be lost if we try to
make it mimic Atlanta.
285 The cost of providing such a service will further burden taxpayers for a service that is
not currently needed in the county.
286 Exurban areas are not suitable for city buses, please do not do this
287 Unnecessary
288 We live in a rural suburb of Atlanta to avoid the traffic/pollution of living closer to the
city.
289 Need is not that great
290 The question shouldn't be why not...rather why should we? What does it accomplish?
Are we trying to encourage people to continue to make poor financial decisions by
having the government entitle them to transportation?
291 Little need
292 Will lose the southern charm. Newton isn’t big enough. Get an Uber
293 Not necessary
294 Too costly with little benefit to the overall population. More problems need to be
addressed in the county first.
295 Not a large enough community and do not want the eye soar of bus stops. We are not
downtown Atlanta.
296 n/a
297 Uber or Lift works well for commuting within the county and provides multiple jobs at
NO cost to the county.
298 We cannot afford this.
299 Who is not able to go somewhere because of lack of transportation?
We are a friendly community. Make your needs know. There is help without paying for
a transit system.
300 Increased crime and ease of access to get away! Look at Gwinnett and Buckhead
301 Cause we don't need a bunch of buses like Marta/traffic here... people who wait on
public transportation usually litter and our roads are already has tons of litter on the
side of the roads.. why not just allow golf carts outside city limits...
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302 Undecided
303 No service to rural areas
304 Taxes will increase, traffic issues, population increase, pollution and air quality.
305 I think this will just cause problems.
306 Enough traffic as is.
307 Do not believe there will be a high enough ridership to justify the cost.
308 Will make traffic problems. Bring more crime to the area.
309 Traffic is bad enough around Newton and adding public buses will just clog the already
over crowded streets
310 Continually getting larger is not "progress". Pollution and crime grow with a community.
We live in an area where we want to have nature. Keep it that way.
311 Business and commercial sites are too geographically dispersed.
312 P
313 Too expensive
314 This was a small country town. We need to maintain that feel.
315 I just don't think providing transportation is a function of government or good use of tax
dollars. Ride share is more efficient than any government system around.
316 Just look at Fulton, dekalb, Clayton, Cobb and etc. Crime up and the trash moves in.
Every time! Do some research!!!
317 No need. Instead focus on existing infrastructure and make it easier for cars to travel
(reduce congestion in crowded areas like the square). Build more walking/golf cart/bike
paths. Increase parking. ADD EV CHARGING STATIONS.

318

319
320
321
322

323

Newton does not need public transportation.
Where would it go? From the hub in East Newton to the square? It isn't far enough or
congested enough to warrant including buses (or other) getting in the way. Newton
County is not the city. It is still relatively rural. Why add in public transportation that will
just get in the way? Instead focus on traffic flow (especially around the square) and
parking. Then focus on foot traffic, walking paths, golf cart paths, etc. Do we really want
to see public buses driving through Covington? No.
We live here to enjoy a rural lifestyle not to deal with the riffraff that public
transportation brings
increased populations and possible crime
There is not a great need for public transportation in the country. I do not want the
responsibility of paying for it.
Cost s. value would be hard to justify. Parts of Newton are rural with most of these
folks having transportation. In Covington, most anywhere is walkable. I know of no one
in Covington without transportation. I lived in Atlanta for 30 years. Marta Transit
helped with traffic by providing a number of trains and bus service around the metro
area. If one looks at Atlanta with jobs around the metro vs. Newton, the cost vs. value
and potential usage is signaficantly different.
Other than Emory, I don't think there's a lot of demand.
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324 Crime, tax increases and there’s already services such as Uber, Lyft etc
325 Public transportation just brings in people that we don't need to support. The city
doesn't have enough older residents that need it. The only ones us m that would use it
are the population that plaques newton county.
326 It would lead to many more folks moving into the county and overcongestion issues
327 I moved to Newton County to get away from buses hogging road holding up traffic...
328 increase in crime and undesirables into the comminity
329 Uber and Lyft are available for those not wanting or able to drive.
330 Area not aquate for public transportation, roads, more crime.
331 Buses on our roads would only negatively contribute to the already growing traffic
problems.
332 I wouldn’t want it to become a MARTA. If it could be maintained, kept up with - similar
to Gwinnett Co Transit - possibly would be a good idea.
333 I understand how hard it is to get around without a vehicle. However, public
transportation is known to being about crime. More crime than what already exists.
334 We do NOT need transportation and flood our great community with trouble. We are
not wanting to be DeKalb, Gwinnette, and of those city’s. We don’t want to be that big,
and that’s all it will do. Grow and grow and everything else is just go to shit. This is not
necessary for a town of our size. There is a reason we live out these ways, to escape
that lifestyle. We are adding, adding and adding. When do you STOP and appreciate
where we’ve gotten to instead of shoving so much at once. We don’t even have enough
eateries and you want to bring in a transit system....this is comical...to go where. Wait
at Mystic Grill for hours...
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WHY are you not spending money making the old Sharp school a nice ass development
with $300k plus town homes and residential stores and restaurant stops. Making the
downtown area larger and more spread out. Quit spending stupidly!!!!
Crime will increase
Ir causes too many traffic issues.
It would lose that small town feel that attracted me to buy a home here back in 2019.
It is a small community. There are important things tax dollars should go to. This is not
one
Public transportation is ok where there are sidewalks. Some areas of Newton do not
have appropriate sidewalks. Therefore public transportation may not cover ALL of
Newton
Because By providing transportation you are allowing people to be stagnant. It’s the
same with raising the minimum wage to people. Those jobs are are starter jobs.
Providing transportation allows people to not grow. They will continue working dead
end jobs without improving their lives. Get a job and work hard and provide your own
transportation. As a home owner I’m very well aware that I’ll be paying for something I
won’t even use.
1. Crime, crime & more crime!
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2. More populated area than Covington already is.
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3. How will this “public transportation” be maintained, stored (when not in use), routes.
The population is not to the point where one is needed. If the city was larger like
Athens then I’d understand the need.
Think it will take away the rural living aspects of the county. I would think most people
without cars live in town with sidewalks and bike lanes. If not, there is other ways such
as Uber.
There are two main areas (Salem Corridor and Covington). Both have adequate
shopping in close proximity to their respective housing areas. The rest of Newton is
rural and would not need public transportation.
There is no need. It may increase criminal activity.
No need for it, get a job and a car. Stop allowing over population.
I don’t see the need
No need for public transportation. We do not need more people coming in from
surrounding areas.
Not necessary. Not an urban area.
Public transportation seems cost-prohibitive considering the population of Newton
County.
Newton county is crowded enough and out roads are not built to accommodate public
transportation. Also, Newton county has ENOUGH issues with homeless people and
crime in the area and public transportation will only bring and attract more if it to our
area. This is not a good decision for our community.
From previous county experience public transportation increased crime rate.
We have no need for it.
NO! Causes increase in crime,
This isn't dekalb!
We don’t need it

Ends up a big waste oh money
357 I don’t want people from Dekalb County and Atlanta infiltrating our community. Public
transportation brings crime.
358 It would bring more congestion into the city. Not everybody will use it also
359 Use funds elsewhere
360 Because it will add more people and crime to the area. We do not want the county to
become more like DeKalb County. It would also add to the tax burden we already have.
361 It encourages crime and ruined Dekalb and Gwinnett. Don't be stupid and do it here.
362 I oppose public transit
363 No one will use it due to the inconvenience and it will just put more vehicles on the
roads
364 Inviting negative traffic into the county
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365 Too expensive
366 There are other means of transportation.
Take away from the small town feel and make it more like Atlanta. Usually where there
are bus routes, there is more crime.
367 Public transit brings crime and rif-raf here. We need to stay a small town feel, not have
big ugly buses bringing people in from other towns
368 Infrastructure is inadequate for mass transit

Question 13

On Question 10, you indicated that MAYBE Newton County should provide public transportation. Why?
Responses to Question 10 – MAYBE Newton County should provide public transportation
1
Not everyone has transportation
2
Depends how they institute it. I’m sure they will continue to bleed the hard working
people of Newton county dry with increased taxes to fill corrupt government officials
pockets. I do not trust the Newton county government to implement a proper public
transportation, much like how they reacted to the now former coroner and trying to
appease people based on race and gender, I’m sure all someone has to do is cry foul
and we will throw away more money to some “progressive” politician that sits behind a
desk becoming wealthy off of others hard work.
3
I don't see where an enourmous amount of people are walking to places they MUST go,
but I do understant the need to have some transportation in the county.
4
Would taxes pay for this new system or would riders be charged a fee? What routes
would the be available?
5
Only if it doesn't affect the current environment and if the roads will be upgraded to
accommodate the transit system.
6
No answer
7
Because there are subdivisions and apartment complexes being built lby the hundreds.
We don't have sidewalks in MOST of this county. Its dangerous for those just walking to
the cornor store. The traffic is awful!!! There was NO plans for road expansion for
today's need and if there was, who wasn't able to predict the growth?!?! That person
can't STILL be in this position!!!! Leaders in these positions MUST be able to "see" the
future growth needs of this county.
8
First determine if there is a need.
9

Depends on available funding

10

I have no idea how many people need it but I'm assuming since it's something that's
being thought about it would be beneficial to some of the population.
Depends if they can find someone to manage it better than the other pub
Depends on how much the tax payers would be charged.
My car is not running I need to go places but public transportation is dangerous
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14 I like the idea of public transport though I live pretty close to the square and most
places I'd take public transport to are close and/or I'd prefer to have my own
transportation (i.e. grocery store). Though as Newton County grows, I think it could be
beneficial to have public transport to make access to employment opportunities or
nightlife safe and environmentally aware.
15 Yes if it lowers my taxes. No, if it makes my taxes go up.
16 If the need is there. However traffic is already a major issue on the main roads so
adding buses would further impact the issue. I am not sure we have the population for
buses.
17 Depends on what the transportation would look like and how will it affect already high
levels of traffic. Also, I'm concerned about safety issues. I would like to know if it would
be just for Newton County area. Or are we also transporting bad elements from other
counties?
18 If there is a large number of people who need such services, yes.
19 Cost
Bringing in too many people from Atlanta,causing a loss of our small two feel.
20

Only locally
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would need to hear some of the pros/cons
Not enough details
Cost, necessity
It depends on what areas it would cover, how it will be financed and the style of
transportation
Some people don't have cars
cant imagine the routes. would have to see what is planned
It should not be an extra tax on the people but paid in full via fares and merchandise.
Not sure it would be cost efficient. Where to? Connect with MARTA? Just locally?
Connect to what other cities?
For elderly only
Wide diversity of density in the western county and lack of density in the east. It could
benefit the former and not likely the latter
Need more information.
Elder people that can’t drive themselves and their families are having to work and can’t
help them
Depends on the plan, cost and who will administer the program.
Totally undecided.just want to see the questions for now
It could definitely be beneficial if my vehicle is in the shop
If you mean outside the county-yes
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If you mean within the county-no. I don’t think the need is great enough to be
economically feasible.
37 Rail system would be best. Traffic is already bad for automotive. Salem Road is 2 lanes
most of the way and always traffic jams . If you add buses your just adding to the traffic
jam .
38 How much will it cost us tax payers! Will it be done correctly with no hidden agenda or
cost to us tax payers!!
39 It would be easier for people without cars to get around.
40 Not sure of cost or benefit. Need more detail to make a decision
41 it would decrease the number of cars on the road, since Newton can't keep up with the
traffic. Crowell rd and Brown Bridge is a perfect example
42 I don’t know the need for public transportation or what specific transportation would
be utilized
43 I'm sure there is a need for it..but how much of a need? Would it be worth the money
spent?
44 I’m sure there are some who cannot drive but it’s hard for me to imagine that it would
be anywhere close to cost effective. I would be open if they would drive people to their
workplace and two grocery stores
45 I think that it might not be a good idea bc crime from the west side of the county could
spread rapidly
46 Residents without vehicles, lessen the congestion, increased productivity and creates
jobs
47 Cost
48 Not sure people would use it
49 Just worry about the kind of traffic it would bring in and out of the town as well. But for
the most part, could definitely see it being beneficial.
50 Not if transportation includes Atlanta (such as MARTA)
51 If it's affordable and accessible to everyone who needs it then yes. If it's too expensive
or there are limits to availability then no. Traffic in Newton County is horrible. Especially
around the square. My family has quit dining, shopping, and going anywhere near the
square for almost 3 years now.
52 If there is a need identified through the survey and other studies. If not need do not
add at this time.
53 A centralized system that transports within the community and/or to pickup sites. Our
county sprawls and traverses other counties. Would prefer getting our street paved
than provide services to adjacent properties.
54 I think it could help some members of the county who have trouble finding
transportation but I would probably not take it myself
55 There are many areas in the county that are dense but others that are remote. We
should make efforts to connect our towns and areas of dense development but not
necessarily our more remote areas.
56 Depends on the cost and demand.
57 Would need to better understand cost vs benefit to community. As a car owner and
teleworker, my usage is unlikely, but I understand it could be very beneficial for others.
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Responses to Question 10 – MAYBE Newton County should provide public transportation
58 If it’s needed then yes but if it’s not really needed by the community then I say no.
59 If there is a need in our community then yes. If there is not a need then no.
60 Definitely within Covington and then certain stops throughout county - but roads with
stops need to have decel lanes or areas for busses to stop that are not on the actual
road - there is already so much traffic on many two lane roads and bus stops will be
worse
61 There are so many places that people need to get to daily. With everything in the news
about ride sharing (Uber Lyft) it can sometimes be not safe. It’s a good idea to have an
alternative.
62 Depending on the need of the citizens and the cost
63 I'm unaware of the data to support a yes or a no
64 Could be helpful to some folks, but I'm not sure of the need/demand for it.
65 I personally don't have a need. I am unaware of the needs of the community.
66 Senior Citizens need a service that would transport them to and from doctor
appointments. Many seniors cannot drive any longer and either do not have family to
help or do not want to burden others. Seniors do not need to be forgotten. Regular
people are better able to figure out transportation, but seniors would benefit from a
service just for them (and perhaps disabled people also).
67 Population is too widespread for me to envision an efficient and feasible program.
68 I am not sure providing county public transportation is the right thing, Where will it go?
Who is going to foot the bill (
69
Possible consideration as long as it's not tied to MARTA
70 To allow seniors and those who don’t drive a way to doctors and grocery shopping.
71 Cost
72 If it was used regularly. Oxford students would likely benefit from it. It depends on the
routes.
73 What type of public transportation
74 It would benefit the poorer citizens.
75 Depends on what it would cost me
76 I don’t see a need for transit but there maybe for some. Concern about increased taxes
and increased traffic problems
77 Need more information.
78 I would be ok with it if it stayed in newton county but not if it goes outside of that. It
will create more crime
79 The roads are not ready for public transportation. Salem Rd especially
80 I am new to the area (a former 20 year DeKalb resident), and I am not sure if the travel
needs warrant public transportation in Newton / Rockdale County.
81 It would be nice, to have local public transport but not sure it would work - and my fear
is it would only end up serving the city limits of Covington where everything is inclusive
and the rest of the county dose not matter!
82 Only if the ridership would be able to cover the costs of the service— no tax increase
please.
83 Public transit would only make sense if it is connected to other regional transit systems.
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Responses to Question 10 – MAYBE Newton County should provide public transportation
84 May cause traffic
85 Cost vs positive impact. Not sure how many people will use any service provided and
who will pay for it. Property taxes?
86 For the elderly and low income without a car
87 The population is very spread out; I can't see how SCHEDULED service could work.
88 If it can get to main corridors & Atlanta. The cost is also a factor.
89 My concerns of public transportation are its reach. If it reaches too far crime would
inevitably go up. Which means less safety here. I think that's a major concern thats
going to have to be addressed
90 Public Transportation should only be confined to the limits of Newton County. Please do
not include Marta transportation outside the county. Furthermore, the cost of the new
transportation may be deterrent for new citizens of Newton, given that it will be tied to
some form of taxation. Most new Newton County residents move here because of the
low cost of housing, rural-suburban living, and the proximity to Atlanta metro area.
These factors should be considered for current and new residents.
91 Maybe it will help some people.
92 It depends what location is being considered
93 I do not have enough info to inform a more thoughtful response. I experienced MARTA
in my youth and was around when its rail system launched.
94 While we are growing, I need more information to give a well-rounded and informed
response. I grew up in Atlanta and Decatur so MARTA is good for juxtaposition. Is the
influx of apartment building the impetus? Town Center?
95 I’ve never really used it because it was either less convenient/accessible than
driving/taxi or did not feel safe. If it would be a safe, accessible (no need to drive to a
stop or station), and convenient option, I would support it. Safety is the number one
issue for me, though, as a female.
96 The people who use it should pay for it. Those of us who drive should pay for the roads
we use.
97 I’m unsure that the road congestion can hold busses. Traffic is not managed well at this
time.
98 As much as I like that there is no public transportation here, times have changed and to
see citizens walking all around the county and there are little to NO sidewalks, it's
dangerous! We need to improve with future planning and begin smart growth and
preparations.
99 Limited basis on major west and central county thoroughfares such as Salem,
Brownbridge, 142 and 278 partnering with Rockdale
100 i am not sure if there will be enough usage to cover the cost of a public transit service
as most people in newton county drive and i think they will consider the wait for the
vehicle to be a hindrance or not be able to catch the vehicle when it arrives at the pick
up point...... in the covington area where the volume of traffic has been growing it may
be a help but again the many people tend to miss the schedule pick ups points then the
consideration of the parking needed for people who wish to use the transit system in
the city but will need to drive to the city to use it.
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Responses to Question 10 – MAYBE Newton County should provide public transportation
101 People living and working in Covington would benefit greatly but I don’t see the need
closely outside the city limits.
102 for ppl that dont own a car
103 If this transportation is within the county, I might support it. Outside the county,
particularly to Atlanta, I do not want to see the vast influx of questionable people that
would start coming into the county.
104 Need more info
105 I am not sure we can afford public transportation county wide.
106 If it can be provided without subsidies then yes.

Question 14

If regional commuter service (such as Xpress) was extended to a central location within Newton County,
such as the Covington Park-and-Ride lot at Turner Lake Road I-20 interchange (Exit 90), which statement
would apply to you?
Responses to Question 14
1
I have an express route that is closer to me that the area referenced for this question. I
am hoping that this survey will address transportation needs for ALL of Newton County
and not just exit 90 and beyond. This will need to be inclusive of those that live in West
Newton too.
2
No need to usr
3
That lot is small. Its already crowded.
4
Retired
5
This participant was not able to finish the survey
6
I drive to work in northeast Atlanta and the express termination is not convenient to my
get to my office.
7
When working in midtown Atlanta, I used this service many times.
8
Don't need it.
9
I don't travel into the city often. Would this drop off at MARTA?
10
I don’t know enough about the area to comment.
11
That would be wonderful yes please do this
12
I might consider using it depending on how frequent it operated, where it stopped, how
much it cost.
13
I don't have a particular need for this service.
14
Currently don’t need but it’s a great one to have. My friends currently go to the stop on
Sigman Rd.
15
I personally do not have a need for the service
16
Greatly needed
17
it’s close to where i need to be but it’s far from where i live
18
Currently do not use. Would consider if pickup would take you to town.
19
Did not know it was provided
20
I used the service in the past but the times and location was not good
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Responses to Question 14
21
I don’t know anything about this service
22
I am 72 how would I get there?
23
Most of my travrl involves taking kids or other family to doctor appointments so would
not use that kind of service
24
Not applicable
25
Xpress (I know this is just an example) does not travel to where I work in Peachtree
Corners (Norcross)
26
I work in Covington so I don't have to use this service
27
I would try this service
28
I am retired
29
I work from home, but would use the service if I needed to go downtown.

Question 15

What type of trips would you be most likely to take if public transit were available? (select all that
apply)
Responses to Question 15
1
Airport shuttle
2
Participant was not able to find the survey
3
Even though I would not utilize the service, it is unfair to penalize others that would
because they need to and they may not be able to complete this survey.
4
Trips to the airport; trips to sporting events downtown; trips to museums and concerts
downtown
5
I have access to transportation, with that being said based on this survey I’m going to think
the person who do not have access to transportation more than likely do not have access
to complete this survey. I hope that someone will go to senior services, senior housing,
and other economically disadvantaged communities that may not have access to complete
this survey to ask them these questions! If not, the planning committee is defeating a
major purpose of getting feedback on a transportation plan
6
Marta Hartsfield a/p.
7
A day trip to the library and shopping.
8
To and from Hartsfield Jackson airport
9
Visiting outside Covington
10 Going into atlanta
11 Amazon stone Mountain
12 Airport, ga dome, Braves game
13 N/A
14 I would not personally use this service but I can see it being a benefit to youth of Newton
County and think that they would use it as needed.
15 I would have used for work on other side of Atlanta.
16 Possibly to the airport, but I don’t like busses
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17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Greatly needed
If my car is down or being serviced I could use the transit system to go to and from.
None
Just start small and work forward.
It would depend on what type of transit and where I needed to go.
Going to the airport
Only if I need it

Question 16

What places within or adjacent to Newton County do you feel would be most important to have
connections to if local transit is established for Newton County? (select all that apply)
Responses to Question 16
1
Hospital and to buildings needed for official matters such as getting a drivers license,
marriage license, death certificate, vehicle registration, etc. if someone needs public
transportation for recreational trips they can walk, ride their bike, carpool, etc. public
transportation should be limited to necessary places and limit the amount of tax waste.
2
Stockbridge, Snellville, Lithonia.
3
There are people in these towns who do not have access to transportation.
4
Loganville
5
Atlanta
6
Dekalb
7
downtown ATL or nearest MARTA rail junction
8
Paricipant not able to finish the survey
9
All parks and trails
10 Church on Clark Street
11 Georgia State Newton Campus, Hartsfield Jackson Airport, Marta Stations
12 Lithonia, Decatur, Downtown Atlanta.
13 Atlanta or Metro areas
14 NA
15 Stone Mountain
16 Southern Newton...
17 Decatur
18 Atlanta
19 Stockbridge
20 West Newton
21 Conyers, Snellville, Loganville
22 278 for the stores
23 Spring Hill
24 None
25 Emory’s Atlanta campus
26 Large employers like General Mills, Nisimbo, Bridgestone, etc
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Responses to Question 16
27 West side of the county where the highest density is - near Salem road
28 Monroe; Loganville; Jackson
29 Salem rd to Brown bridge rd
30 Marta line
31 Monroe. Decatur. Old town Conyers.
32 Libraries and all schools
33 Loganville and Monroe
34 Library, or a stop close to it (between 5 and 7 on GA-278), so you can ride transit from
one Ingles near Turner Lake to the other Ingles at the other "end" of town
35 Western Newton County
36 MARTA rail station.
37 Salem Road
38 Hwy 36/Hwy 212 intersection & Hwy 212/Hwy 162 intersection
39 The Oak Hill community
40 Stonecrest Mall
41 Why is the most congested area of Newton County not on this list? 162, 81, 212, the
Oak Hill area all need to be considered as part of this plan. This list is very heavily
focused on the rural areas of the county but they are the ones most likely to protest
transit.
42 ABS

Question 18

What type of transit services would you envision for Newton County? (select all that are applicable)
Responses to Question 18
1
Again to essential places is fine, anything else is a waste. There are other options
to get to social and recreational events and that should not be a burden on the
taxpayers
2
P
3
Again,we are growing and it's needed
4
Public trans in the south tip of Newton Co. where I live
5
Participant not able to finish survey
6
Elderly transport to doctor, grocery shopping, etc
7
Train
8
Rail service to trails, parks, businesses
9
No. NOT between metro cities.
10 Using Uber and Lyft. Why not let the private sector provide the service.
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